Our Las Vegas Vacation May 1999

Friday May 28, 1999

The start of this vacation wasn't any different then the rest in terms of one deadline or another at work.  This time it was one of my clients who is selling a 2 million dollar business who needed financials.   This was one of those KYA deals because if the deal should fall through due to the accountant not having provided financials well some CPA will get sued and big time because its not every day that a 2 million dollar buy comes around.

I went without sleep for close to 48 hours and then when home to pack up my stuff.  I felt that I had a 5 hour flight and would use the time to catch up on my sleep.  I got to lay down across a few chairs at the airport but didn't get any shut eye.   Reesa and I had a little excitement as they had made an announcement that the plane was overbooked and if we turned in our tickets they would put us on the 12 o'clock fight (4 Hours away) and give each of us 350.00.   With mixed emotions we ran to the desk and was the second couple on line.  However when the plane was ready for takeoff they gave us back our tickets, thanked us for volunteering and gave us a coupon for free headsets on the flight.  Personally I'd rather of had a 4 hour wait and the 700.00 which would of paid for the hotel stay.

We arrived on time and I did get about 4 1/2 hours shut eye on the plane.  I just hope that whom ever had the blanket before me didn't have a cold.  I guess I'll find out in a day or two. We have rented a White Buick full size car with cloth seats.  It's good advance planning as today it’s 85 degrees and sunny.  The last thing I want to do is to get into a hot rental car and even hotter leather seats.   

It was a short drive to the timeshare that we rented is located about a mile or so from all of the hussle and bussle of the big hotels.  We saw the Excalibur, Mandalay Bay, Luxor and New York New York on the way in from the air port.  When were here last in 1982 they didn't even exit.  These places are Enormous.  Our timeshare is nice and quiet.  We have a two bedroom place.  Each bedroom has its own entrance.  The second bedroom even has its own kitchen.  Between the two bedrooms is the common area where there is another kitchen and living room complete with an entertainment center and patio which overlooks the swimming pool.  

Saturday May 29th, 1999 Day 2

Yesterday afternoon after unpacking we both took a short nap and we both needed it.  The 4 or so hours on the airplane just didn't do the job for me in recharging my batteries.  Reesa was tired as well as she was also up most of the night prior to the trip.   I believe it was around 6:00 PM Miami time that we got up.  

Our first order of business was to pick up some snacks and drinks for the timeshare and headed over to the local supermarket called Lucky's which was maybe a 1/2 mile away.  Its's sort of a Publix and Sam's in all rolled into one.   The store had a bulk section where you can buy things like ice cream in 5 gallon tubs, butter in gallon containers  and then there was the normal area where the normal family would shop.   We picked up some Diet Pepsi's at a good price, orange juice, bagel stuff for breakfast and I wanted something sweet like Ice Cream.    Because of the ice cream we had to head straight back to the timeshare and drop the goodies off prior to heading out for dinner.

We headed for the hotel strip with Fremont Street as our goal.  There was a lot of traffic but I didn't care one bit as it allowed us time to gork at everything outside.  This place is like one big theme park.  Each hotel has something to bring you in and the crowds know it.  If you see them in packs on the street they are watching something for sure.  Tonight was just an overview on the way down as I made mental notes as to where I wanted to come back to.

Eventually we made it Fremont Street.  It now had the appearance of the 163rd Street mall in that they had enclosed it with a roof overhead.   Some things never change as in the past things are given away at the back of the casino's to get someone to walk in.  As we walked past the Golden Gate Reesa saw the 99 cent Shrimp Cocktail and so in we went.  As we walked through the door we each got a coupon for a free deck of cards also.  

We had dinner at a buffet on Fremont.  The quality of the food was excellent.  Crab Legs already sliced open.  big peel and eat shrimp, steak, chicken, fish, and of course a large variety of deserts to choose from and for only 10 bucks each! 

We walked around Fremont Street for a while and then headed back to our part of town but couldn't help but stop by the Stratosphere Hotel.  I dropped Reesa off at the front of the hotel and went to park the car.   Big Mistake!  The parking lot exits you into the Casino which must have about 5 exits.  Which exit was Reesa at? Vegas is starting to get to me as I member thinking 2 to 1 she will be at the front exit or what looked like the front exit.  Nope! Three will get you two she is over there.  Nope!  I was up to Double or nothing that I could find her by walking around the hotel which is what I did.  It only took 20 minutes before I found her and won't do that number again.   

The timeshare that we rented has a complimentary breakfast which we took advantage of but may be the last as we have to be in the welcome center by 8:30 am.  Due to the 3 hour time change both of us got up just in time to take advantage of it but as we get used to pacific time it will get harder and harder to make breakfast.

Today we went to Circus Circus.  Parking was a pleasure there and this time Reesa stayed with me in the car until it was parked.   The next stop was the Hilton for the Star Trek Experience.  It's amazing how many people will dress in custom to go see this one.  In the group I was in was a 5 year old in full Klingon Attire complete with forehead mold.   I enjoyed the tour which takes you from a shuttle bay, a brief walk through some corridors and onto the bridge of the Star ship Enterprise (1701-D).  From there my group was put onto a turbo lift and eventually we made it to a shuttle craft for a wild roller coaster type ride through space.  We had been on two of these in MGM studios but this one is really good.  In case your wondering I went alone while Reesa went shopping.  

Tonight we saw the magic of Siegfried & Roy.  The illusions were excellent and so was our seats.  We were dead center of the night club.  I'm gonna have send Buddy a thank you letter when we get back as he did an excellent job and the comp tickets were valued at 90.00 each.  Reesa and I sat a table for the Mirage Club.  It's a table reserved for the high rollers.  Well at least that is what we were told by a lady who was sitting at our table. The show must of lasted for close to two hours but I'm sure glad that we didn't pay $ 180.00 for it.  At the time we were both enjoying the show but most of the magic show was made up of "Stall" time while they set up for the next illusion.  In Hawaii we saw one that flowed much better then this one and the tickets were only 30.00 each.  (Reesa and I had paid only $ 30.00 there)

The last thing we did for the evening was go next door to Treasure Island for the Pirate Battle.  They have two ships out in front of the hotel that shoot at each other and one even starts to sink.   Little did we know it but we located ourselves next to the fire explosions of the winning ship.  YES we felt the heat!  On the first explosion, Reesa started to run away leaving me there.  Is that what they mean by women and children first?  If it weren't for the pack of people behind us stopping her dead in her tacks she'd would of been a mile away. Women don't like fire very much.  Reesa ran just like Jasmine did when my office building was on fire.  Reesa took off the same way. 

Well that was a day and we called it a night.  Our feet was killing us and it was 1:00 in the morning before we walked through the doors of our apartment.  

Sunday May 30th Day 3

Today I awoke prior to Reesa and much to my surprise still in time to get the complimentary breakfast for both Reesa and myself.  I went downstairs and left her sleeping. Over breakfast we decided to check out the hotels on the Southern End of the Strip.  Mandalay Bay was to be our first stop.   The Hotel is a beauty from the exterior.  It's painted in Gold Leaf of some sort.   Inside however all that glimmers is not gold.   The interior was of Russian design and the employee's looks like something from South Beach dress mostly in black.  The Russian is so complete that there is even a 10 foot statue of Lennon in the lobby.  The head is chopped off however and the story goes that someone stole it one night.   Mandalay Bay has a lot of public rooms to sit down in and the and rightfully so as this place was so very crowed today.

I wanted to check out the pool area but this was the first place where they had security

checks for the use the facilities of the hotel.  As such we were turned away as we got to the pool by the guards at the gate.  We were told that if we wanted to view the pool to go to the 2nd floor of the convention center and look out from one of the windows.  The pool area contains a water tubing river run.  A wave pool and a normal swimming area from what I could see from the window at the convention center.  Reesa liked this hotel for the interior.  I liked it for the pool area.   As we walked around the hotel we discovered a tram that takes you to the other neighboring hotels which was very nice as I didn't have to move the car again.  It would of been a short walk to the Luxor anyway but who wants to walk in 90 degree sunny weather?.  The entrance to the Luxor was impressive.  The Hotel from the outside looks like a Pyramid with a Sphinx is sitting in front of it.  The entrance that you walk through is between the paws of the Sphinx.  As you walk through the doors you can't help but look up and up and up.   The guest hotel rooms to this place is on the outside edges of the hotel with the center of the building being hollow.  Its a tremendous waste of space yet they still have 4,400 rooms.

Once again for the second time today we were stopped by security.  (Different Hotel this

time) we got stopped as we approached the Inclinator.   Yes, I typed inclinator and

not elevator.  Because the hotel is pyramid shaped and because the rooms are all on the

outside edges a standard elevator would not do the job.  This device is more like a ski lift. Fortunately, we still got to go on the inclinator.  We discovered that the hotel gives a tour of the facilities once a day and at 2:00 PM.  Someone must of been looking down on us because it was exactly 2:00 at the moment.   Up the inclinator we went and I did a "Were Back!" to the security guard who had turned us away not more then 2 minutes earlier.   Our guide took us to see about 4 rooms.  Our tour started with the standard room which goes for 100.00 a night rack rate.  The room was small and didn't even have a tub in the bathroom.  If you want a tub it will cost you $ 100.00 more at this hotel.  The third room was a mini suite which was a dark.  I wasn't impressed at all especially for 300.00 a night.  As we kept going up in scale I started to appreciate the timeshare rental more and more.    When the tour was over we headed out to the pool area. There was a security guard at this entrance as well but he was engrossed in what he was doing and we..... well.....  we snuck thru at that moment.  The pool area was nothing great but it was nice to sit down and relax for a while.  It must of been 90 degrees and we sat in the heat for about a half hour.  Funny but we weren't sweating one bit.   In Florida I don't think we would of lasted 5 minutes in the heat.  Our last stop of these 3 connecting hotels was the Excalibur.  We had two options on how to get there.  Either take a moving walkway or the tram.  We choose the moving walkway and about midway thru the people mover also got a free tee shirt for filling out a Vegas Visa Application.  The credit card is in competition with Discover Card and offers a cash back rebate between 1 percent to 3 percent on purchases and is better then the current Discover card that I have now which starts out with only a 1/2 percent discount.

Excalibur was jumping when we got there.  I would describe it as an upscale Circus Circus and very family oriented.  It's theme as you might of guessed is of King Author's Court and the Knights of the round table.  The outside of the Hotel looks like Disney's Castle. Inside the hotel male employees are dressed in colorfull knight type outfits like the kind you would see in a Shakespeare play and the women are dressed as and referred to as  wench's.   The exception to the costume of women's attire is in the casino where the women are dressed in a sexy cocktail outfits.

It was getting late and both Reesa and I were getting hungry.  Tonight we were going to try out the Rio's "Village Seafood Restaurant in Masquerade Village".   We arrived at 7:30 PM and had to take a ticket much like on a bakery line.  We got ticket number 419 and they were only up to 240 at the time.  We were told that it would be about a two hour wait.  I  wasn't excited about waiting that long but we didn't have much of a choice.  In  the meantime we were going to check out the hotel.   The Rio has a FREE "Masquerade in the Sky show" which helped pass the time and because we were so early we were able to get ourselves the best seats in the hotel.  Reesa asked on of the shop keepers where is the best place to be for the show and that is exactly were we went.  Of the FREE shows to see in Vegas this is one of the better ones and because the Hotel is off the main strip the crowds were not bad at all.

After the show we still had an hour wait to eat and my appetite was growing fast.   I can't

remember the last time that we ever had to wait two hours to eat but this place was  worth the wait.  The cost of $ 24.00 per person  was reasonable considering what was on the buffet and that once we had paid $ 54.00 for a pizza in Holland .   Reesa and I both scoped out the buffet and we both noticed the Hot  Lobster Tails with butter sauce at about the same time.   They also had the usual as well like crab legs and large peel and eat shrimp which I enjoyed as well but it was a long time ago that I was able to eat unlimited lobster tails.  I must of had 8 or 9 tails before I went onto something else.  Those tails were good!

We finished dining at around 11:30 and headed back for our condo.  Tomorrow Reesa

goes shopping.

Days 4 & 5 Combined

May 30th  -  Monday Memorial Day 

Yesterday was a shopping day.  Reesa had heard of a shopping mall about 30 miles from the Hotel Strip so off we went.  I took along my laptop and camcorder to keep me busy while Reesa walked in and out of stores.   We got to the mall some 90 minutes later due to the huge amounts of traffic leaving Vegas and marking the end of a 3 day weekend for most.  At times it was bumper to bumper and the car did show some signs of overheating but never went into deep six.   I turned off the air rolled down the windows and much to my surprise and Reesa's even though the car was not moving and in 90 degree weather both of us were quite comfortable.  Reesa said she needed about two hours to explore the mall and I set up in a casino at a desk with my laptop computer and passed the time reviewing some tape, grabbing pictures off my video and typing up yesterdays notes which was sent back to everyone at home via via E-Mail.

After the mall we went back to the strip to explore the New York New York Hotel and for a Deli Sandwich at the advice of our friend Joey.  I could hear his words ringing in my ears.  What ever you do don't get the potato salad.   What he didn't tell us is that it comes with the sandwich and if something comes with what ever then I'm going to try it.  JOEY WHAT THE HECK IS WRONG WITH THE POTATO SALAD other then being made in some very large chucks?  This was going to be our light dinner.  Personally I had been Buffet'd out.

After dinner we toured the hotel.  They did capture the flavor of New York right down to the graffiti and I can't believe the gimmick is working.  They actually built a new place and made it look old and dirty and people actually like it.?   What is wrong with this world?

Day 5 Tuesday  June 1st

Today we went River Rafting on the Colorado River.  We had to get up at the crack of dawn and be at the pick up point at 7:45 A.M.  We were there but the bus didn't come till 8:15.  They took us to another depot not more then 15 minutes from our condo where once again we waited for about 15 minutes before we had to change buses in order to go further.  The next stop was the actual tour company where you guessed it we waited again till 10:00 before going to the river.   I kept thinking I could of slept a lot longer if only we had known.

About 11 o'clock we were finally on the water at the mouth of Hoover Dam.  What a view of the Dam looking up. Reesa and I lucked out as we were debating on which tour company to choose from.  Prices ranged from $ 64.00 to $ 79.00 and all had different start times and each company got you back at different times as well..   Want in on a secret?  There is only one company licensed to do rafting tours on the Colorado River so no matter which company you choose, you get the exact same tour.   Each tour company claims that they are the best.  What a joke since they all deposit you in the same place.  But I'll tell ya,  this is a first class raft ride.  I had the best seat in the raft which was right smack in the front and of the tour guide I believe that we had on our raft was the best in the group as well.  As we were boarding I had heard comments about some raft guide on another raft so I moved Reesa over to his boat He was a character.  Our raft was the first one to leave.  They stagger them about 15 minutes apart so as your going down the river you feel like your the only raft on the water.   We didn't get to see the other rafts until we stopped for lunch when they caught up to us.   When it comes to a raft ride its 50% boat 50% info and comedy.  We laughed and had some good quality together time today.  Reesa and I were both glad about today's choice of activity.  I didn't go swimming because the water was too cold 52 degrees to be exact but did make it up to my knees for a picture. About 11 minutes of exposure is what is recommended without a wet suite.

Fun facts for the day.  The cold temperature of the water comes from Lake Mead which

drains from the 300 foot below surface level.   Second fun fact.  The River also has Hot

Springs where temperature's of the water coming off of the wall drains into pools and

waterfalls at 115 degrees.  The locals are know to park their car off the road and Hike  3

miles to the Hot springs.  On the way back there was a different tour guide (A women)  that came back with us and she was talking to the bus driver about her experiences there this weekend. Reesa and I were in the front and could overhear the whole conversation.

For dinner we ate at the Top of the World Restaurant in the Stratosphere.  Its a fine dining  restaurant located 1,082 feet above the city.  It spins around as you eat at a rate of one turn per hour.  As we ate the view was great.  If any is ever to eat here go after a few days of touring around Vegas so when your up high you know what your looking at.

After Dinner we went to the Belaggio to see the dancing water fountains.  Unfortuneately

they were not running tonight because of high winds.   Ha Ha.  A mild breeze if you want to call it that.  The people in Vegas should only know what winds are. Well we where there already, the car was parked and so we still walked around the hotel.   I wasn't very

impressed with the theme.  It was new. lots of shops, the floors were marble and Italian in design and decor.  I got the feeling of a "Stuffy" kind of place as opposed to seeing a lot of action such as in the Rio Hotel.  After the Belaggio we retired to our condo for the evening at about 12:00 midnight.  We were both tired.

Day 6

Today we headed over to Ceasers Palace once again.  I wanted to go on the 3D Race for Atlantis ride that I saw last evening.  It's a simulator roller coaster type in 3D and the first of its type that I have ever been on.   I found myself holding on as if I was going to fall out of my seat.  It's wild!   For lunch we ate at an Indian buffet it was a good opportunity to try all sorts of Indian dishes.   After sampling just about every dish that the restaurant had to offer, I've come to the conclusion that I'm not wild about any of the India curry dishes.

After lunch we went silvenier hunting.  There was a large store on the corner of Vegas Blvd...  which we stopped into.  We found everything in this store from loaded dice to I love Vegas caps and mugs.  In a nut shell the store was as tacky as they come.

Onward and upward.  Still more hotels to cover.  MGM Grand was next.  The hotel is of

movie studio motive.  There are studio lights in the ceiling and you get the impression that your walking on a stage set but the inside of the hotel was nothing great.  The outdoors however does have its own amusement park which for a charge of $ 10.00 you can walk thru.  Reesa and I were not going to pay $ 10.00 to walk thru it.   There was a monorail from the MGM which takes you over to Bally's which we did ride on.   I believe it was 17 years ago since we stayed there.   The hotel has changed a great deal but some things stay the same.  It was still stuffy.  I didn't see very much excitement and action as we walked around.  They did add a people mover  to the front of the hotel which Reesa and I rode on which took us to the front of the hotel just in time to view the Dancing Waters in front of the Bellagio Hotel.  The show was great.  It goes on every 15 minutes and we stood there for about 45 minutes to view 3 shows.  Reesa and I could of stayed there all night but it was getting late and we still had to retrace our steps by monorail  back to the MGM Grand where the car was parked. 

Day 7

Like all vacations this one also came to an end.  This morning it was time to pack up and

check out.   With our luggage in our car trunk we set out to cover the last of the hotels on

this visit. Our first stop was the Monte Carlo.   They did a good job of copying the Monte

Carlo Casino in Monte Carlo and they had a very nice swimming pool area in back of the

hotel. The pool area has a tubing run, and wave pool.  We sat at the pool area for about an hour watching people and then decided to make one more stop before we call it an end.  Sams Town we had avoided our whole trip because is was so far removed from the rest of the strip but since we had now covered everything well why not go there and see the water laser light show.   Well, compared to the Bellagio it's nice but we were spoiled.

Time for dinner.  Since day one I had heard about a Buffet called Harrah's this was going to be the last buffet prior to going home.  Harrah's is a seafood buffet.  It was good but after being to the one at the Rio nothing can compare.

If I was to sum up the best of all the hotels that we saw I'd choose Ceasers Palace.  For the best swimming area its a toss up between the Mandalay Bay and Monte Carlo.  Of the things we did that we enjoyed the most, the best was the River Rafting day.  Of restaurants the best in town for now has got to be the Seafood Village in the Rio Hotel.

Where will we go next time?

